
Weidmüller develops CC-Link IE connectivity products to drive Industry 4.0

Click here to watch this video on YouTube
YouTube share link: https://youtu.be/2O3JeqIWizc

The drive to Industry 4.0 brings challenges in communications and connectivity, and industrial
connectivity specialist Weidmüller is helping customers to address these. The company's growing
range of products supports all of the key industrial network protocols, including CC-Link IE, the
gigabit industrial Ethernet version of the CC-Link fieldbus.

Weidmüller portfolio manager Simon Seereiner says: "Industrial Ethernet is the backbone of Industry 4.0.
Without standardised digital interfaces, the Industrial Internet of Things will not be possible."
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Weidmüller develops innovative, sustainable solutions for customers across all fields of industry, setting
benchmarks for industrial connectivity. The Weidmuller range of products for industrial Ethernet includes
cables, connectors and cord sets, with field attachable RJ45 connectors being an important part of the
range.

"All of these are industrial connectors, so they follow rigorous standards regarding characteristics such as
robustness," says Seereiner. "In particular, they meet standards for 10Gbps Ethernet, so they are well
suited to the CLPA's CC-Link IE specification."

CC-Link IE is the industrial Ethernet version of CC-Link and is unique in its ability to provide gigabit
bandwidth as an open network. This allows large amounts of data to be transferred at high speed, a key
feature to address the requirements of Industry 4.0 type applications.

"Weidmüller has supported the CLPA for many years," comments Seereiner. "Just as CC-Link IE Field
was the first industrial Ethernet protocol to offer gigabit support, so Weidmüller was the first connector
manufacturer with 10Gb support. It is the perfect combination."

CC-Link enjoys a leading position across Asian markets and is also popular in other major regions such as
Europe and the Americas. The technical specification for CC-Link IE is available to any organisation that
joins the CLPA, the body responsible for the development of promotion of the technologies. The CLPA is
one of the largest open network associations, with over 2,800 partners around the world.

"Weidmüller is a member of CLPA in both Europe and Japan, so we support its activities globally,"
comments Seereiner. "We see huge potential for growth in CC-Link technologies all over the world."

In particular, he notes the potential for CC-Link IE in China: "Chinese manufacturers recognise that
automation will be essential if they wish to maintain the strong global market share they have built up over
the last 25 years. CC-Link is already the de facto standard for many industries in China."

Seereiner also notes that the recently announced cooperation between CLPA and Profibus International
(PI) will be a key driver for growth in network technologies: "As a member of both CLPA and PI we can see
that connecting the two technologies with one standard is beneficial for further growth."

Image Captions:

Pictures 1+2:Weidmüller's growing range of products supports all of the key industrial network protocols,
including CC-Link IE, the gigabit industrial Ethernet version of the CC-Link fieldbus.
[Source: Weidmüller]
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About the CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA)
The CLPA is an international organization founded in 2000 dedicated to the technical development and
promotion of the CC-Link family of open automation networks. The CLPA's key technology is CC-Link IE,
the world's first and only open gigabit Ethernet for automation and an ideal solution for Industry 4.0
applications due to its unmatched bandwidth. Currently the CLPA has over 2,800 member companies
worldwide, with more than 1,500 certified products available from over 300 manufacturers. CC-Link is the
leading open industrial automation network technology in Asia and is becoming increasingly popular in
Europe and the Americas.

The image(s) distributed with this press release may only be used to accompany this copy, and are
subject to copyright. Please contact DMA Europa if you wish to license the image for further use.

Date: 05/01/2017     CLPA227       page 3 / 4



Editor Contact
DMA Europa Ltd. : Anne-Marie Howe

Tel: +44 (0)1562 751436
Fax: +44 (0)1562 748315
Web: www.dmaeuropa.com
Email: anne-marie@dmaeuropa.com

Company Contact
CLPA-Europe : John Browett

Tel: +44 (0) 7768 338708
Fax: +49 (0) 2102 532 9740
Web: www.clpa-europe.com
Email: John.browett@clpa-europe.com

Date: 05/01/2017     CLPA227       page 4 / 4

http://www.dmaeuropa.com
MailTo:anne-marie@dmaeuropa.com
http://www.clpa-europe.com
MailTo:anne-marie@dmaeuropa.com

